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Theme 6 Example lesson plan; Deforestation 

Topic 
Deforestation, 
sustainability, life at other 
places 
 

Purpose 
Pupils know where and why 
deforestation takes place, focusing on 
Indonesia.  

Method 
Making (Hammond & 
Manfra, 2009). 
 

Tool 
Global Forest Watch 
 

Material 
http://www.globalforestwatch.org/map  
- Document with practice material, 
online or printed for the students 
- Project assignment, online or printed 
for the students 

Collaboration 
First steps alone, then 
working in groups of +- 4 
 

Learned knowledge 
Knows where deforestation takes place 
Knows how deforestation is detected 
Learned skills 
Using Global Forest Watch 
Turn map layers on and off 
Calculate percentage of tree cover loss 
Search for information in metadata of a map layer 
Combining map layers to get the whole picture 

 

Order of project 

1. Introduce forest decline 

2. Explore Global Forest Watch 

3. Practice Using Global Forest Watch 

4. Apply learned skills to present/write about problems in chosen area 

5. Receive feedback from other group and give feedback 

Introduce 

Give them a starter about the topic of deforestation, like this shocking video from the deforestation 

in Brazil: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s2KknOy0IxQ. You can also tell a story yourself or 

present numbers of the forest decline on the whiteboard (make a guessing game by not telling what 

is diminishing with such big numbers). Tell the pupils what the topic is and that you will be exploring 

this in a project.  

Explore 

Show Global Forest Watch very shortly on the beamer, but let them soon browse to the website 

themselves. You can show them some buttons and features. Let them explore, help students if they 

get stuck.  

Practice 

Let them practice using the tool with specific exercise, using the practice material.  Print it out or 

better, distribute it digitally to the students. Let them do this individually, but helping them and 

helping each other is fine. In this practice material, they will go through some of the tools and 

options inside the website. They will be guided in which steps to take. 

http://www.globalforestwatch.org/map
https://jessyfaas.files.wordpress.com/2017/06/lesson-plan-part-2-practice-material-deforestation.pdf
https://jessyfaas.files.wordpress.com/2017/06/lesson-plan-part-3-project-assignment-deforestation.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s2KknOy0IxQ
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During the practice, there is a question about the ‘Tree cover loss’ layer and the landsat images. The 

images from landsat are analyzed by computers looking for color changes. There are specific colors 

for tree cover and cleared forests. You can explain this using the comparison image and the text from 

this website: https://www.gislounge.com/cloud-computing-used-to-analyze-landsat-imagery-and-

detect-deforestation/  

Apply 

Arrange groups of 4 or less and give them the project assignment. In this project, they will not be 

guided like in the practice. They get an end goal and the obligated content. If they have completed 

the practice, they will have the knowledge and skills to work with the tools on the website for this 

assignment. 

Receive feedback 

It is important that they receive feedback on their project in the end. After they have gotten 

feedback from you, let them give feedback to each other, it will teach them even more about the 

topic.    

https://www.gislounge.com/cloud-computing-used-to-analyze-landsat-imagery-and-detect-deforestation/
https://www.gislounge.com/cloud-computing-used-to-analyze-landsat-imagery-and-detect-deforestation/
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